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It scarcely seems possible, yet here we go 
again.  Now is the time to starting working at 
getting the best possible photos of your pets 
… or hunting out that special shot you put 
back somewhere. 

• Anyone is eligible to win except last year’s winners. 
• Submit one photo only per family. 
• Enclosed information about the pet and how to get in touch with 

you. 
• Also enclosed a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
• Winning photos will be kept until after the calendars are printed; 

those that do not win will be returned at the time of notification. 
• Prizes consist of a free Shelter Shaggies calendar, certificate and 

assortment of  treats and toys. 
• Get the best pictures possible; all pets are beautiful, but good 

photographs catch the attention of the judges. 
• Entries may be mailed to us at the address above, taken to the 

animal shelter or handed off to a DCAWS volunteer. 
• Deadline is Friday, July 31. 

Winners of the Be Kind to Animals Week Essay contest are shown 
above.  Front Row:  Noah Leathers, Sydney Shepherd, Kathryn 
Tabor.  Back Row:  Scilar Gibbs, Carly Brown, Bailey Martin and 
Olivia Erway.  Not present were Anita Conway, Jeremy Pilkington 
and Michaela Chilton.   

We had a good turnout at 
the May 3rd Open House  
despite a miserable day of 
rain, requiring all activities to 
be inside with the dogs!  We 
thank the R-80, R I, RII, RIII 
& RIV for participating with 
wonderful essays from their 
second graders, and thanks 
to Fay Haxton for handing 
this project every  year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One reason why a 
dog can be such a 
comfort when you 
are feeling blue as 
that he doesn’t try 
to find out why. 
             - Unknown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sometimes he sits at 
your feet looking 
into your face with 
an expression so 
gentle and caress-
ing that the depth 
of his gaze startles 
you. 
   - Theophile Gautier       
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Donations were received in 
memory of: 
Trooper Hocker 
Marty Pflueger 
Roscoe Bowers 
Sarah Nickles 
Louie Hammons 

TTTTHE DOGS OF SUMMERHE DOGS OF SUMMERHE DOGS OF SUMMERHE DOGS OF SUMMER    
    

Here are some tips for making your dog safer and happier 
during the summer months: 
• Watch out for your dogs near water—hypothermia can 

occur in the best of water lovers. 
• During backyard cookouts, keep matches, charcoal 

lighter fluid, citronella candles, inset coils and foods toxic 
to dogs (onions, chocolate, grapes, etc.) out of reach and 
keep gates latched. 

• Expecting summer company?  Take your dog on a long 
walk or give her a long playtime romp prior to company’s 
arrival.  And advise your company to keep any medica-
tions put up safely. 

• Provide plenty of clear water at all times when dogs are 
outside. 

• Take care not to walk your dog on excessively hot pave-
ment, blacktop or sand.   This may mean earlier and later 
walks than is the routine when it isn’t so hot. 

• Don’t use inset repellants containing DEET. 
• Do not leave your dog alone in a vehicle; even what is sup-

posed to be a short errand can be complicated and tem-
peratures inside an automobile on a 90-degree day can 
reach 160 degrees in 10 minutes. 

• It is especially important to keep up on heartworm pre-
ventatives and flea and tick deterrents in hot weather. 

• Keep your dogs up safe and secure during fireworks dis-
plays.      

• And make sure they are microchipped and and and and have on ID 
tags as so many dogs go missing while boarding with 
friends, getting lost in a strange place while on vacation, 
feeling upset at being without their family, etc.    

NUMBERS 
In the spring issue, we talked about what 
impact, if any, the spiraling economy has 
had on our little shelter.   Our statistics show 
that at the end of May, we had taken in 91 
more pets than in 2008 at this time period. 
In the first week of June, we had a  
whopping 29 entries.  There is no way to tell 
for certain, of course, if most or all of this is 
due to economy, though it  seems that 
way for several reasons. 
People are not getting pets spayed or neu-
tered because of the cost. 
Breeders are getting rid of their “stock”  
because sales are down.  Many have the 
attitude they are doing shelters a favor by 
blessing them with purebred dogs. 
People have to move to smaller dwellings. 
A few dogs have been found with micro-
chips or ID tags or plates, but contact 
brings denial. 
A strangely high amount of full blooded, 
well-trained or especially nice dogs are 
showing up as “strays” at people’s homes. 
(That is, few people turn in their own pets; 
they have animal control come get them 
or take them to the shelter saying they 
found them). 
We have no solutions.  We do what we can 
and have a wonderful people pretty much 
working 24/7 trying to find homes for those 
cast away. 

        Sit, shake, rollover, beg …  why can’t they       
        teach us something fun, like line dancing? 
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AAAA MATTER OF ELIMINATION MATTER OF ELIMINATION MATTER OF ELIMINATION MATTER OF ELIMINATION    
    

Warning:  We are going to discuss something that some readers might find distasteful, something 
never before discussed in “Shelter Tales.”  The subject is poop, so please go no further if you 
cannot handle it! 
One thing about the cat and dog business that requires constant vigilance is poop. 
Here are some facts not commonly known by the general public (who may not even want to 
know them but probably should if a dog or cat owner or even potential owner). 
• In our area there is a great deal of coccidia and giardia, both common intestinal bacteria that 

affects both felines and canines.  Most animals entering the shelter have one or both of these.  
It takes Albon to cure coccidia and Flagyl to get rid of giardia.  Both medications can be given 
together.  These bacteria cause diarrhea and often there is blood in the stool … now this 
brings us to two other subjects. 

• There are other less common bacteria, so if these medications do not clear the problems, 
your pet needs to be checked for clostridium, e-coli, campbylobacter … or simply an 

     especially resistant form of coccidia and/or giardia. 
• People tend to panic when seeing blood in dog poop.  This does not always, or even usually, 

mean parvo.   In addition to the bacteria mentioned above, some worms cause blood in the 
stool.   Recently a family brought their dog back to the shelter because of seeing blood; they 
called two vets on the weekend (not here in town) and were told they were too busy to see 
him but it sounded like parvo.   The family would not accept our reassurances and surren-
dered the dog.   A few doses of medication and he was as good as new, and is now abiding 
happily in a secure and loving home. 

• If you suspect worms or see them, the best wormer is Drontal Plus or its generic version  
     because it covers all worms.  Some of the brands on the market are primarily for round  
     worms and do not catch whipworm, hookworm or tapeworm.  This wormer is available for  
     both cats and dogs. 
• As mentioned, cats have bloody or goopy poop as often as dogs but at least well-meaning 

people don’t tell you they have parvo … though I did have a fellow tell me once his cat died of 
parvo. 

• Sudden changes in food or water can cause diarrhea. 
• Even the most housebroken of dogs cannot be expected to always go hours and hours 

“holding it.”  Just as there are times people have an urgent need for elimination and could 
not hold it without access to a bathroom, neither can a dog!  Expecting more than eight 
hours on a daily basis with never a miss is unrealistic. 

• Cat missing the box?  The cat is sick, the cat is upset, the litter box is not clean enough.  
Other reasons are rare, so rare I can’t think of any right now.  Now, these misses can include 
urine as well as poop.  Dogs also sometimes suddenly urinate when and where they should 
not, and these reasons also include being sick or upset.   Recently we had a dog returned that 
had been fine for two weeks, then starting urinating in the house.  They chalked this up to 
her being upset at being left crate so long, but what she had was a severe urinary tract  

     infection.  Now she is well but homeless. 
• End of article.  It was difficult to decide what illustration to use here, so we settled on not 

having one! 



Masters Industrial Park 
Hwy. 32 East, 2 Mullnack Dr., 
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If sending mail, use only the P.O. Box address 
as the postal service is easily confused! 

Phone: 573-729-3556 
Fax: 573-729-5612 

Email: topaz3@embarqmail.com 
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                   DCAWS PETS FOR ADOPTION 
  

 
    
   Loving and very intelligent  
   shepherd/collie mix, @ 7-8 years  
   old, lost her home because she  
   killed a chicken.  This one has a  
   lot of charm and would delight 
   anyone willing to give her a  
   chance. 
    

 
 
Bear is a Lab mix, getting close to 
two hears old.  He lost the only 
home he’d ever known when the 
owner moved to a small city  
apartment and didn’t take him 
along.  He has a wonderful  
disposition and is a good dog. 

 
 

    
Leah is a Heinz-57 born New 
Year’s Day of this year, getting 
bigger by the minute and still 
without a home.  She is well-
behaved, has had house experi-
ence in foster care and knows 

several commands.  She has a brother named Domino 
(white and black) with equally good qualities. Both are 
very smart and very affectionate. 
  
   KITTENS GALORE      From November through  

    April, we had constant  
    requests for kittens, but we  
    had none.  Now that we  
    have kittens out the kazoo,  
    no one wants them. Come  
    on, surely someone has  
   room for one more little cat! 

PEPPER 

BEAR 

LEAH 

 

        NATURAL DIETS? 
You see more and more pet foods 
these days utilizing the word 
“natural.”  Natural can be good, but 
many chemical preservatives and  
added nutrients enhance the food 
without any known side effects. 
Even the experts disagree as to what 
is the best food to use, so we certainly 
cannot settle it here.  Some people 
use only the organic brands.  Some 
use common brands and others only 
premium brands. One thing for sure 
… that really, really cheap food?  It’s 
cheap for a reason: there is nothing 
there in the way of nutrition or diges-
tive aids.  Therefore, the pet eats 
more and eliminates more.  This is 
not getting anyone anywhere. Gener-
ally it is okay to simply give your 
pets what they like best, as long as it 
is a trusted, recognized type of food 
unless there is a medical reason for a  
special diet. 


